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Mission Statement Nursing Inquiry aims to stimulate examination of nursing's current 
and emerging practices, conditions and contexts within an 
expanding international community of ideas. The journal aspires to 
excite thinking and stimulate action toward a preferred future for 
health and healthcare by encouraging critical reflection and lively 
debate on matters affecting and influenced by nursing from a 
range of disciplinary angles, scientific perspectives, analytic 
approaches, social locations and philosophical positions. Toward 
this end, the Editor welcomes original research and discussion 
articles on a wide range of topics. Examples of the kinds of 
manuscripts that may be considered for publication include the 
following: 
1. Substantive research that draws upon ideas from the humanities 
or social science perspectives to investigate and interpret nursing 
and healthcare practices, technologies and trends. 
2. Substantive research that uses methodological innovation within 
empirical investigation to shed new light on health phenomena. 
3. International or comparative perspectives on health, health care 
delivery, human health resources, health promotion or health 
planning from a global perspective. 
4. Policy analysis that critically examines controversial or timely 
matters such as evolving health labour workforce, transitions in 
service delivery systems, or trends in health funding patterns. 
5. Advancement of methodological approaches and frameworks to 
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enrich and extend the capacity of nursing and healthcare inquiry. 
6. Ethical inquiry that illuminates or challenges the assumptions 
underlying the everyday practices and policies affecting nursing 
and healthcare. 
7. Philosophical inquiries that stimulate thought, deconstruct 
ideologies or challenge conformities related to the nature and 
expression of nursing and healthcare. 
8. Historical research that revisits the assumptions upon which 
professional narratives have been built. 
9. Critical integrative reviews of the current state of scientific 
and/or non-scientific knowledge in relation to conceptualization, 
practice, delivery or planning of health systems. 
10. Discussion or opinion papers providing critical commentary on 
current trends, policies or practices in nursing. 

Journal Website http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/(ISSN)1440-1800 

History of the Journal The inaugural editorial from the founding editor is appended 
below, which provides context for the establishment of Nursing 
Inquiry. 
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Nursing Inquiry 1994; 1: 1-2 

The advent of Nuning Inquiry heralds a new era of nursing 
practice and scholarship in Australia. In 1994, ten years 
after the Australian Federal Government announced its 
historic in-principle decision to transfer nursing education 
from hospital schools of nursing into the higher education 
sector, all pre-registration nursing programs are now in 
universities and all nurses are now prepared at degree 
level. Many nurses are undertaking clinically focussed grad- 
uate piograms in a range of areas of advanced practice and 
Australia is now producing its first generation of nurses 
who are doctorally prepared within the discipline. 

Over this time, the higher education sector has also 
been transformed and nursing education in Australia now 
finds itself in an increasingly research focussed and com- 
petitive academic environment. At the same time, health 
services are also being dramatically reshaped. Rigid status 
and power hierarchies are breaking down as new commu- 
nications and information technologies are fashioning the 
way health care is delivered. 

In this context nurses are expected to be broadly 
skilled, flexible, informed and open to change. They are 
also expected to conform to the demands of economic 
rationalism and increasingly stringent requirements of 
accountability. This changing milieu provides opportuni- 
ties for nurses to explore and test a range of innovative 
practice modalities and to participate in collaborative and 
interdisciplinary clinically focussed studies that test the 
impact of new technologies upon health outcomes. 

These changes are taking place in a society with a 
strong critical tradition that has been a powerful force in 
shaping its egalitarian principles and concerns for social 
justice. This tradition underpins many contemporary 
debates in Australia on issues such as aboriginal land 
rights, gender inequities, multiculturalism and environ- 
mental degradation all of which have significant implica- 
tions for health. It is not surprising therefore to find the 
critical perspective also being articulated within the nurs- 
ing scholarship that is now emerging in Australia. 

However, the last decade has been characterized as well 
by unprecedented change in intellectual thought within 
the Academy both in Australia and internationally. There 
has been a fundamental challenge to basic ontological, 
epistemological and ethical assumptions and a radical 
questioning of the methods, procedures and techniques of 

traditional scholarly inquiry. One consequence of these 
challenges has been the blurring of traditional disciplinary 
boundaries and the emergence of less discretely bounded 
academic domains such as women’s studies, cultural stud- 
ies and environmental studies. Another consequence has 
been the blurring of methodological boundaries resulting 
in the proliferation of a range of innovative approaches to 
scholarly inquiry. A further consequence has been the 
radical critique and breakdown of traditional oppositional 
categories such as science/art, mind/body, subject/object, 
and theory/practice. These blurrings and breakdowns, 
characteristic of postmodern thought, have provided 
spaces for new ways of thinking about many of the issues 
that are of profound importance to nurses. 

This journal seeks to explore innovative approaches to 
nursing knowledge that draw upon these critiques and to 
publish articles using contemporary social and cultural the- 
ories to explore a wide range of issues of importance to 
nursing. The journal will be interested in articles that take 
critical approaches to understanding the history and 
cultural heritage of nursing and those exploring philo- 
sophical, methodological, ethical and substantive issues 
surrounding nursing practice and scholarship. It is expec- 
ted that scholars and practitioners writing from critical, 
feminist, ecological, hermeneutic, post-structural and cul- 
tural approaches will be interested in contributing to the 
journal. 

The journal aims to be rigorous and intellectually stim- 
ulating, yet accessible to all levels of nursing. It seeks to 
open up for critical inquiry and scholarly debate everyday 
and taken-forgranted issues in nursing practice. Much of 
this debate is currently couched in complex and difficult 
language. The challenge for this journal is to work with 
these ideas made accessible to the realities of the practice 
domain. A further challenge is to ensure the relemce of 
the debates to practitioners. 

This journal will provide an opportunity to present 
Australian nursing scholarship to an international audi- 
ence. It will also be a forum for interdisciplinary discus- 
sions, debates, conversations and constructive critiques. 

Judy Parker 
School of Nursing 

LA Trobe University 
Bundoma, Victoria, Australia 



Lettersfiom International Advisory Board 

LErrERS FROM THE INTERNATIONAL 
ADVISORY BOARD 

The members of the Intenzational Advisory Board have responded 
enthusiastically to Nursing Inquiry. The fouoWing are extracts 
from some of the letters of support rem.ved fi-om members of the 
International Advisory Board. 

I especially commend the founders of this journal for pro- 
viding a vehicle for creating a new nursing community and 
a needed venue for international dialogue concerning 
inquiry in what has become an increasingly diverse and 
enviably rich field of scholarship. Best wishes for the suc- 
cess of this latest effort to advance nursing and health. 

Margarete Sandelowski 
School of Nursing, University of North Carolina, USA 

I have three particular hopes for Nursing Inquiry. First, that 
it becomes an international voice for the impressive work 
being done by Australian and New Zealand nurses. While I 
have had some familiarity with certain authors from your 
part of the world, I was struck by the depth of critical schol- 
arship I encountered. Second, I would like Nursing Inquiry 
to become a much more international vehicle for conver- 
sations and constructive critique among nurses who are 
committed to articulating the relationships between nurs- 
ing inquiry and various forms of social injustice. The net- 
work building and support such exchanges would create 
could be invaluable. Finally, I hope Nursing Inquiry is able 
to lead the small number of compatriot journals in serving 
as an active site of multicultural, post-modern re-framings 
of the political and methodological conservatism that con- 
stitutes both our inheritance and, increasingly, our political 
environments. 

You can see 1 am placing great expectations and no 
small burden of hopes on a single journal! Please know 
that I and many of my colleagues in the United States are 
eager to participate in any way we can to ensure its success. 

David Allen 
School of Nursing, University of Washington, USA 

During the past years the nursing discipline has produced, 
integrated and accepted variety in methodology and epis- 
temology. The positivistic and the phenomenological tradi- 
tions have found their legitimate places. The critical tradi- 
tion, on the other hand, has so far been marginalized in 
nursing scholarship, although it has much to offer nursing 
by stressing critical reflection, historical, social and-ecolog- 
ical awareness, emancipation and empowerment. It is my 
hope and my belief that the new journal, Nursing Inquiry, 

will make an ‘important contribution to nursing by 
strengthening critical scholarship. 

Anneli Sarvimaki 
Stockholm University, Sweden 

I believe that not only will this journal make an important 
contribution to nursing scholarship, but also, it will provide 
a forum for dialogue among nurses from around the 
world. It is exciting to see the launching of a new journal 
dedicated to issues that are centre stage in the emerging 
discourse on epistemology and different methodological 
perspectives. I look forward to participating in lively 
exchange in Nursing Inquiry, and I will encourage my col- 
leagues in Canada to do likewise. 

Joan Anderson 
School of Nursing, University of British Columbia, Canada 

In 1979, when I gave the Patricia Chomley Oration for the 
College of Nursing, Australia, I chose the theme ‘Nursing 
needs a professional renaissance’. Now, in 1994, fifteen 
years later, the launch of Nursing Inquiry demonstrates that 
that renaissance is well under way in Australia. I am delight- 
ed to be able to congratulate and to welcome the editor 
and members of her editorial board, to the fellowship of 
nursing journalism - and nursing scholarship. 

James Smith 
Editor: Journal of Advanced Nursing, UK 

Dissemination of nursing scholarship with an international 
perspective is greatly needed. Because health needs and 
problems extend beyond national borders, there is a cor- 
responding need to expand nurses’ knowledge and to 
establish global standards of nursing inquiry. 

Beverly Henry 
Editor: IMAGE Journal of Nursing Scholarship, USA 

Intellectual developments within nursing have struggled to 
find suitable and sympathetic outlets for expression. The 
analytic focus of this journal promises to provide an innov- 
ative edge and critical bite to nursing issues, one that will 
celebrate and testify to the growing strength and sophisti- 
cation of nursing scholarship. The diverse disciplinary 
basis of the journal promises to foster a critical and creative 
dialectic between nursing and other disciplines. Thus an 
important new channel for cultural exchange will emerge 
between nurses and other disciplines, not just nationally 
but on an international, global basis. 

Anne Marie Rafferty 
Department of Nursing €3 Midwifery Studies, 

University of Nottingham, UK 
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