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EDITORIAL 
Any profession or scientific discipline concerned with expanding its knowledge 
base encounters a need to offer its scholars the means for communicating new 
information; so it is with nursing. Nurses publish in a number of nursing and 
related periodicals, many of which are devoted to professional issues. There is, 
however, a growing need for an additional research outlet; hence the newly 
developed Research in Nursing and Health. This need for another journal 
through which to communicate scientific knowledge will grow as the number of 
doctoral programs in nursing increases and more nurses are prepared as 
scientists. Since Midwestern nurses have been working together to explore 
resources for doctoral education, they have had foremost in their minds the need 
for an additional scholarly, refereed journal; if this is a n  expressed need for one 
section of the country, it is no doubt true for other parts of the country, and 
perhaps throughout the world. 

The purpose of any scientific journal is to communicate newly discovered 
knowledge that has been verified and deemed significant. Research in Nursing 
and Health is no exception. DeBakey, in her guidelines for Tke Scientific 
JournaI: Editorial Policies and Practices (St. Louis, Mosby, 1976) referred to 
the simple rule that ajournal should publish “what is new, true, and important” 
(p. 1). Potential authors are referred to her book for further discussion of the 
conflict that may exist between discovery and verification, i.e., between new and 
true, the difficulty there may be in resolving it, and editors’concerns that articles 
also be comprehensible. 

This new journal addresses both nursing and health because nursing has been 
concerned with health since the work of Florence Nightingale in the Crimea. 
Nursing also works collaboratively with members of other professionals and 
disciplines in the interest of promoting and maintaining health. Thus, nursing 
welcomes the contributions of others t o  health and health care, and the journal 
will be receptive to  reports of their research on health issues relevant t o  nursing 
and the provision of health care. 

If practices pertaining to nursing and health care are to  advance in a sound 
manner, they must be based on research and the research must be formulated 
within an appropriate theoretical framework. The guest editorial by’Barbara J. 
Stevens, who teaches theory and the analysis of theory, speaks well to  the 
interrelatedness of research and theory as bases for action. 

In the preparation of their manuscripts, contributors should be guided by the 
Publication Manual (2nd ed.), American Psychological Association (APA). 
The APA format has been selected for use by this journal because of its simple 
and concise framework for reporting research. Before submitting their 
manuscripts, authors are encouraged to seek the reactions and advice of 
colleagues who have had experience in publishing in refereed journals. 
Manuscripts will be sent out for review as they are submitted: Ifauthors wish to 
have blind review, the manuscripts must be prepared as prescribed for such 
review. 

In keeping with the purpose of the journal, manuscripts will be judged in 
terms of the importance of the topic and quality of the research, as well as the 
clarity and conciseness of the writing. 

A section of the journal will be devoted to comments about the works 
published. It is hoped that claims to the “new” and “true” will be questioned, 
errors will be corrected, obscurity will be made clear, findings may be challenged 
and replicated, and that implications will be explored. Through this type of 
colleague interaction, research directions salient to nursing and health will be 
clarified and theories will be developed and tested. 

As Research in Nursing and Health is launched, we need the participation of 
all who are interested in the development of sound bases on which to  build 
nursing and health delivery systems: those who will be contributors of original 
articles, those who will provide comments or critique on published articles, and 
those who will implement findings. In addition, we need all of you as  readers and 
subscribers, so that the journal may become the medium through which 
research, theory, practice, and education may be seen as exciting, coequal 
aspects of ongoing and developing health care systems. 

Harriet H. Werley 
Editor 

EDITORIAL BOARD 

Harriet H. Werley, Ph.D. 
University of Illinois 
EDITOR 

Margaret R.  Grier, PhD.  
University of Illinois 
ASSOCIA TE EDITOR 

Jeanne Q. BenoIiel, D.N.Sc. 
University of Washington 

Margaret C. Cahoon, Ph.D. 
University of Toronto 

Mary E. Conway, PhD.  
University of Wisconsin- 

Mitwaukee 

Vemke D.  Ferguson, M.A. 
Clinical Center, National 

Institutes of Health 

Ellen 0. Fuller, PhD.  
Emory University 

LlrNellc E. Geddes, Ph.D. 
Purdue University 

Barbara W. Hansen, PhD.  
University of Michigan 

Jean E. Johnson, Ph.D. 
Wayne State University 

Madeleine M. Leim*nger, P h D  
University of Utah 

Carol A.  Lindeman, PhD.  
University of Oregon 

Mary V. Marston, Ph.D. 
Boston University 

I& M. Martinson, PhD.  
University of Minnesota 

Frank E. MeLaughlin, Ph.D. 
San Francisco Veterans 

Administration Hospital 

Mary V. Ned,  PhD.  
Universiiy of Maryland 

Barbara J. Stevens, P h D .  
University of Illinois 

Joanne S. Stevenson, P h D .  
Ohio State University 

Pauline A.  Vincent, Ph.D. 
Visiting Nurse Association 
of Ckveland 

Margaret A .  Williams, P h B ,  
University of Wisconsin- 

Madison 




