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 Affectionately
 I think this editorial will be the most difficult I've ever

 tried to write. Saying goodbye is never easy, but after
 ten years of regular monthly communication, I'm find-
 ing it almost impossible.

 Beginning this month, AJN will have a new editor,
 Mary Mallison, and I am moving into management, be-
 coming president and publisher of the AJN Company.
 The prospect of my new job is exciting and challenging
 and all those good things, but I must be allowed a certain
 amount of separation anxiety at giving up this page.

 I would have a lot more if I were not comfortable

 and happy with Mary's appointment. She was on the
 AJN staff from 1965 to 1969, first as assistant editor,
 then as associate editor, responsible for much of the
 medical/surgical nursing content. In that capacity, she
 went off to cover a meeting of the Association of Oper-
 ating Room Nurses where one of the major speakers
 was George Mallison, an expert in hospital infection
 control. She took him to lunch to interview him and

 wound up marrying him. She then moved to Atlanta
 (George was an official at the Center for Disease Con-
 trol) and joined the staff at Grady Memorial Hospital
 where she has had an illustrious career.

 She has also been very active in the Georgia Nurses
 Association and in GNA's Fifth District, of which she
 has been president for the past two years. She has kept
 her hand in journalistically, too, writing the Fifth Dis-
 trict Newsletter, being AJN's Atlanta stringer, writing
 news when she wasn't making it. Her creative ways of
 drawing attention to Georgia nurses have been reported
 frequently in our pages.

 She's coming back to AJN at a good time. She will
 have the support of a strong, enthusiastic, smart staff
 of editors. She and George both say they're looking for-
 ward to living in the New York area and if their tones

 sound a bit faint at times, this provincial New Yorker
 manages to ignore it.

 But best of all, she's coming back at such a good time
 for nursing. We've made great progress in the last dec-
 ade. I believe that as a profession we've taken a quan-
 tum leap. We've established that nursing is a thoughtful,
 deliberative process, not just an ad hoc patchwork of
 assistive comfort measures, important though they
 may be.

 At the just-concluded 17th Quadrennial Congress of
 the International Council of Nurses (next month's AJN
 will feature a full-color report of that week-long meet-
 ing) nurses from all over the world were talking about
 "the new consciousness in nursing."

 There is indeed a new consciousness. We are at long
 last as a profession becoming conscious of the value of
 what we do, conscious that we are accountable for plan-
 ning and evaluating as well as giving care, conscious
 that we serve patients and not other health profession-
 als, conscious of our good heads as well as our warm
 hearts and strong feet.

 But what we need now is to market ourselves better.

 Massive publicity has made people aware that the short-
 age of nurses has shaken the whole health care system,
 but I'm not sure how many are really aware of what
 that means.

 Mary Mallison has been doing a superb job of mar-
 keting the talents of nurses. She has, for example,
 worked with the Chamber of Commerce in Atlanta,
 demonstrating her wisdom and generating, I'll warrant,
 some new thoughts on what nursing is about.

 It is with a mixture then, of joy and sadness that I
 pass her my blue pencil and this page. She'll do fine...
 but I shall miss my personal contact with all of you
 each month.

 Thelma M. Schorr, R N, Editor
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